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                                                   Scientific Name
Bryophyllum x houghtonii (D.B. Ward) P.I. Forst.

Synonyms

Bryophyllum daigremontianum (Raymond-Hamet & H. 
Perrier) A. Berger x Bryophyllum delagoense (Eckl. & 
Zeyh.) Schinz
Bryophyllum daigremontianum (Raymond-Hamet & H. 
Perrier) A. Berger x Bryophyllum tubiflorum Harv.
Kalanchoe x houghtonii D.B. Ward

Family

Crassulaceae

Common Names

coconut plant, crossbred mother of millions, devil's 
backbone, good luck plant, hybrid life plant, hybrid 
mother of millions, hybrid mother-of-millions, mother of 
millions

Origin

A hybrid (possibly of horticultural origin) of two species 
that are both native to Madagascar.

Cultivation

This hybrid has been widely cultivated as a garden 
ornamental in Australia, and it can still be commonly seen
growing in older gardens.

Naturalised Distribution

Widely naturalised in eastern Australia (i.e. throughout 
Queensland and in some parts of New South Wales). It is 
most prevalent in the coastal and sub-coastal districts of 
Queensland, from the New South Wales border north to 
Townsville. Also recently recorded as naturalised in 
Victoria and in the Northern Territory.

Because this hybrid is so similar to mother-of-millions 
(Bryophyllum delagoense), its distribution in Australia is 
probably underestimated.



Habitat

A weed of pastures, open woodlands, disturbed sites, 
roadsides, fencelines, embankments, waste areas, coastal
environs and gardens in sub-tropical, semi-arid, tropical 
and warmer temperate regions.

Habit

A long-lived (i.e. perennial), fleshy (i.e. succulent) plant 
with upright (i.e. erect) stems usually growing 30-180 cm 
tall.

Distinguishing Features

• a fleshy herbaceous plant with upright (i.e. erect) 
stems usually growing 30-180 cm tall.

• its mottled leaves are distinctively boat-shaped, 
with many small teeth along their margins.

• tiny plantlets are often produced along the edges of 
its leaves.

• its drooping bell-shaped flowers (2-4 cm long) 
are bright red or reddish-pink in colour.

• these flowers are borne in dense clusters at the top 
of its stems.




