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GLOSSARY

Please note: This is not an exhaustive glossary of technical terms used in this manual. There are many cases where a word is

defined the first, and only time that it is used. Thus, we have endeavoured to provide definitions for words that are used several

times in the text. (Some definitions here were modified from the Index of Stream Condition glossary provided by Lindsay

White.)

Where a word is bold it means that it is defined elsewhere in the Glossary. Also note that SRM is an abbreviation for Stream

Rehabilitation  Manual and shorthand for A Rehabilitation Manual for Australian Streams,Volume 2, ie. this Volume.

Term Definition

Aesthetic change Has a stream become more or less attractive over time?

Aesthetics Defined in the SRM as how attractive a stream looks to people.

Afflux The increase in water surface elevation above an obstruction in a stream (a measure of

the backwater influence of an obstruction)

Aggradation A progressive build-up of the channel floor with sediment over several years.

Distinguished from the rise and fall of the stream bed during a single flood which is

called scour and deposition.

Algae ‘Plant-like’ organisms that use various chlorophyll compounds to convert sunlight and

instream nutrients into energy stores. This group includes many of the algae that

contribute to the thin layer of slime (periphyton) often found on rocks (predominantly

diatoms), as well as the macroalgae which grow in long strands.

Amplitude The width of a meander belt.

Anabranch A secondary channel of a stream that leaves and then rejoins the trunk stream. The two

channels are separated by stable, vegetated islands that divide flow at discharges nearly

to bankfull.

Anastomosing Multiple branching stream channel (strictly, anastomosing is a subset of anabranching

streams restricted to fine-grained, low-gradient, organic rich systems).

ARI Average recurrence interval (or return period) is the average length of time between

two floods of a given size or larger.

Armour A coarse layer of gravel overlaying finer material on a stream bed.

Armouring Development of a coarse layer of gravel over finer sediments on a stream bed.

Artificial barrier An unnatural obstacle in a stream (eg. a dam wall, weir, culvert) that affects (halts or

delays) fish migration.

Assets Some features that are of value. These can be human assets such as bridges or land, or

they can be natural assets such as organisms. See natural assets.
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Dynamic equilibrium Oscillations around a gradually changing mean state in a system (eg. a change in the

composition of macroinvertebrate communities as shading reduces water temperature).

Ecology The study of organisms and how they interact with each other and their physical

surroundings.

Ecosystem The sum of everything pertaining to ecology at a location. This includes physical

habitats and organisms.
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Width of stream The average distance from one bank of the stream to the other at the bankfull point (ie.

the point at which the flow goes onto the floodplain).

Woody plants Vegetation with a distinct trunk and branch structure, ranging from trees to small

shrubs.
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