Trees and shrubs can supplement the quantity and
quality of pastures for grazing livestock. They are
an effective insurance against seasonal feed
shortages or the risk of drought.

Fodder or browse production from trees and
shrubs is one of the benefits of agroforestry.
Fodder agroforestry systems can be designed to
deliver additional benefits such as shelter, soil
conservation, rough timber and habitat.

The first step in designing a fodder

agroforestry system is to . ”

clearly determine your
farming objectives.
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The following questions may help you decide your
fodder agroforestry system objectives.

+ Do you have a fodder shortage at a particular
time of year? How long does this period last?
How often do you expect an atypical shortfall in a
ten year period?

+ Is the problem due to annual variability of supply
because of seasonal drought such as in a climate
with wet winters and dry summers?

+ Is your fodder shortage due to the quantity of
feed, or its quality?

+ Is it sufficient to just maintain your animals
during the period of shortage, or are you
expecting themn to grow or gain weight?

+ Is your aim to save money through your
fodder project?
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