Bossiaea ensata
Family:

Fabaceae subfamily Faboideae

Distribution:

Woodland and open forest in south-east Queensland,
eastern New South Wales and north-east Victoria.

Common
Name:

Sword bossiaea.

Derivation of
Name:

Bossiaea... After Boissieu de la Martinière, a physician
and plant collector who participated in the expedition of
Jean-Francois de La Perouse in 1785.
ensata... From Latin ensatus, sword-like, referring to the
flattened stems of this species.

Conservation
Status:

Not considered to be at risk in the wild.

General Description:
Bossiaea is a genus of about 50 species all of which occur naturally only in Australia. They are
found in all States and are small to medium shrubs.
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Bossiaea ensata is a small shrub, often with a low, spreading habit and only rarely reaching about 1
metre high. It is generally leafless and has flattened, winged stems whose function takes the place of
leaves (the leaves are actually reduced to small scales along the flattened stems). The stems are
usually 3 to 10 mm in width (which distinguishes B.ensata from the similar B.scolopendria, which
has winged stems up to 15 mm wide).

True leaves are sometimes seen near the base of the
plant or on juvenile stems - these true leaves are small
and oval shaped.
The flowers are yellow with a red centre and have the
typical "pea" shape consisting of 4 petals; the
"standard", the "keel" and two "wings", as shown in the
diagram. They occur in the leaf "scales" in late spring
and summer and are about 10-15 mm long. The flowers
are followed by small, oblong seed pods about 25-40
mm long.
Bossiaea ensata is not often cultivated but is sometimes
grown by Australian plant enthusiasts. It is regarded as a reasonably hardy species for sunny or
semi-shaded sites in well drained soils. It tolerates at least moderate frost and responds to pruning to
produce a more densely foliaged plant.
Propagation is relatively easy from seed following pre-treatment with boiling water (similar to other
members of the pea family). Seed, however, is not often available. Cuttings strike reasonably well
from firm, current season's growth.

